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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

August 2017 

PASTOR’S CORNER 

Dear Friends, 
  
 There are two things I want to share with you that I hope you’ll think about, pray about and 
then act upon. 
 The first is stewardship.  I believe without question that stewardship is a spiritual issue.  We 
have a God who pours out blessing upon blessing upon us.  God’s gifts never come to an end.  The 
primary question in our lives is how do we respond to God’s blessings.  Unfortunately, stewardship 
has become strictly associated with raising enough money to pay our bills.  We approach it from the 
wrong point of view.  We estimate how much we think we need to pay our bills, and then we try to 
raise that much money.  Generally we fall a bit short.  In this approach we ask, “How much do I 
owe?”  It’s the wrong approach.  It implies there is a bare minimum we have to give – just enough to 
pay the bills.   

A better approach is based on responding to God’s blessing.  This approach begins with the 
question, “How has God blessed me?”    There may be people that don’t give because God hasn’t 
blessed them, but I suspect that if I asked you whether God has blessed you, you’d all say, “Yes,” 
and you could probably list those blessings – good health, loving family, a job, a home, etc.  
Counting our blessings causes us to be generous.  That’s the way it is supposed to work.   
 Contrast that with the bill paying mentality.  When we adopt a bill paying mentality, we often 
adopt an attitude of “I’ve paid my share.  The problem is that others haven’t.  If they’re not going to 
give, I’m not going to give for them.”  Giving becomes competitive.  It focuses on ourselves, on how 
much we earn, on how hard we have to work, and we think, “It’s my money.  I want to spend it how I 
want to spend it.  Those without need to work harder.”   
 Both types of behavior feed themselves.  Stinginess begets more stinginess.  Generosity 
begets generosity.  Paul said, “…the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one 
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each of you must give as you have made up your 
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”  (II Corinthians 9:6-7) 
 I bring this up for two reasons.  First, the stewardship season will soon be upon you and you 
will be asked to pledge to the work of the church.  I want you to ask yourselves those two questions, 
“How has God blessed me?  And, “How do I respond to God’s generosity?”  There is a tendency in 
churches to take a slide when they are between ministers.  Don’t let that happen.  The work of the 
church has to go on.  It is through your contributions that the work of Christ is accomplished. 
 The second reason I bring this up is because while the amount of money we’ve received has 
exceeded the amount we’ve spent, so far, the difference is narrowing.  The reason why our receipts 
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are ahead of our expenses is because many people pay their pledges all at once either prepaying 
them in December before the year ends, or shortly afterwards at the beginning of the calendar year. 
Now we’re in those lazy, hazy days of summer.  People go on vacations.  Our giving slips.  This is a 
fairly normal pattern in most churches.  While we take our projected income and expenses and 
divide them by 12, our monthly income and expenses rarely match that simplistic model.  While 
income generally dips this time of year, we count on people catching up in the fall.  We hope that will 
be the case this year.  (And remember, hope is based on past performance.)  The other feature that 
is common in many churches is that we will receive about 30% of our income in the month of 
December.  We think our finances will be fine as long as we follow the normal course of our financial 
cycle.  Remember God’s giving never comes to an end, and be mindful of the blessings you’ve 
received. 
 The second topic I’d like to address is end product of the New Beginnings exercise.  Some 
might think that the outcome of the New Beginnings will or should be concrete actions the church will 
take to help energize the church and offer new opportunities for ministry.  That’s fine and that may 
happen, but I think one of the most important outcomes of the New Beginnings process was simply 
to get people to think and talk about church, what they like, what they’d like to see happen.  That 
process of thinking critically about the church and discussing it with others is a good thing.  It is a 
healthy and vital exercise for people to do.  You are the church that is reformed ever reforming.  The 
church grows because it has a vital message that people have been seeking out for over two 
thousand years.  It is a message of hope, of love, of redemption, of grace and forgiveness.   
 We are Presbyterians, and that may not have the cache it once did, but we are an important 
part of the body of Christ.  We ask questions.  We reflect on what we believe and we try let our 
actions be directed by those beliefs.  We believe in the priesthood of all believers which means that 
each of you is capable of studying scripture and thinking for yourselves.  We believe God speaks to 
us when our elders research and debate issues, pray and then vote.  Always our goal is to discern 
God’s will.  We have good theology.  We’ve thought about what we believe.  And we undergird our 
beliefs and what we do with scripture.  We have a place in the choir and play a role in Christ’s 
church. 
 My hope is that you’ll continue the conversation, that you’ll listen for God’s voice calling and 
directing you and that you’ll go forward into the future with hope.  Blessings on y’all! 
 
 
Grace & peace, 
Jim 

LOCAL MISSION 

Local Mission is in need of some new members.  We meet on the 3rd Tuesday of most months at 7 
PM and our meetings are short and sweet.  This is a GREAT committee to be a part of because 
you get to help distribute funding to agencies and people in need.  We also oversee the Showers of 
Blessings and help with the Alternative Gift Market.  Please contact Maureen Beto or Melissa 
Caudill if you would like to become part of this awesome mission. 
 
 

Maureen can be reached at drlouis86@gmail.com or 583-5336. 
 

Melissa can be reached at gmcbrc@bellsouth.net or 583-5068. 
 

 
Please prayerfully consider joining us! 
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SESSION REPORT 
The Session held its regular monthly meeting on July 11, 2017.  This is a summary of the reports 
received and actions taken at that meeting. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
Budget and Finance (Tom Quilligan and Bill Garriott) 
The Session reviewed the June financial report.  At mid-year we have received 51% of our 
anticipated revenue and spent 52.5% of our projected 2017 budget.  Although there is typically a 
reduction in congregational giving during the summer months, the sharp decline in June is of 
concern. 
 

Adult Formation (A. J. Strauch) 
Adult Formation plans to offer three options in the fall.  (1) The Explorers Class will continue to offer 
short courses on a variety of topics.  The fall courses are “Faith and Science,” “The Reformation: 
Then and Now” and “Islamic Spirituality.”  (2) Living Word—a discussion of each Sunday’s 
Lectionary readings—has already begun and will continue.  (3) The third option will be a book study 
class, which will be a new addition to the schedule this year.  Detailed descriptions of each class will 
be made available to the congregation next month.  The Session also discussed adult fellowship, 
and a motion to have a basket for voluntary donations to help pay for Sunday and 
Wednesday fellowship meals was approved. 
 

Children’s Formation  (Laurie Pierce) 
Vacation Bible School was a success, with 55 children and almost as many adults participating.  
Fifteen to 20 people are participating in Game Nights this summer. 
 

Stewardship (Bill Garriott) 
Almost all of the committees have submitted 2018 budget requests.  The amount requested is 
slightly larger than the 2016 budget plan. 
 

Worship and Music (Mark Hoebelheinrich and Rita Bloom) 
Zach Klobnak is working on the Music on Main Street program for next year, which will include an 
organ recital commemorating the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the Protestant Reformation 
and a performance of Rutter’s Requiem by the Adult Choir.  The full schedule will be announced at 
the end of the summer. 
The Session approved the recommendation of the committee that we have only one service – 
10:00 a.m. on December 24, 2017 (Christmas Eve) since there will be two services (5:30 p.m. 
and 11:00 p.m. that evening. 
 

OLD/NEW BUSINESS 
 

New Beginnings Report   Charlie Boyd led a discussion of the written summary of the 13 house 
meetings and the report of the follow-up meeting of the group leaders, both of which had been sent 
to the elders before the Session meeting.  The Session approved a motion to continue the 
discussion at the August meeting. 
 
Interim Search Committee Report   Tom Quilligan presented the committee’s recommended job 
description for the interim pastor.  After reviewing the proposal, the Session approved the 
committee’s recommendation.  It will now be sent to the Presbytery of Transylvania, and once 
approved it will be used in our advertising for the position. 
 
Bill Garriott 
Assistant Clerk 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION 

POOL PARTY 

Mark your calendars for our Back-to-School Pool Party on Wednesday, August 9, 5-7 p.m. at Bunny 
Davis!  Pizza and water will be provided at the gazebo.   

MTOP SUNDAY 

Sunday, August 20 is Mountain T.O.P. Sunday.  Come out and hear our 
youth talk about their experiences on the Mountain as they share a message 
about Jesus; the cornerstone of our faith. 

WORLD MISSION 

BREAD FOR THE WORLD 
 

Bread for the World requests that people concerned with hunger and extreme poverty write their elected 
officials to continue to fund global nutrition, WIC, and SNAP and tax credit programs during this last critical 
round of legislative budget proposals. One in six children in the USA struggle with hunger issues.  The good 
news is that the number of  people living in extreme poverty (less than $1.90 a day) throughout the world has 
been cut in half and that this goal of complete elimination of extreme poverty is achievable by the year 
2030.  Sending an email takes little time and doing the right thing feels really good.  Our senators are Rand 
Paul and Mitch McConnell and our representative is Brett Guthrie.  Their contact information and a form are 
listed on their websites under contact information. 

 
OUR PCUSA MISSION CO-WORKER MAKING STRIDES IN MADAGASCAR 
 

Most of you will remember with interest the visit from our PCUSA mission co-worker Jan Heckler in 
Madagascar this Spring.  She described her amazing work on an innovative approach to education in an 
area nation that is among the poorest in the world.  Her presentation to us was compelling, and we pledged 
to support her in her work among the Malagasy people, through our World Mission budget.  Here is a link to 
the most recent communication from Jan about the great progress that has been made in that effort: 
 

Jan’s letter  (The letter can be found at www.presbydan.org/outreach/world-mission.)   
 

Please keep Jan and her coworkers in your prayers as they continue to improve the quality of life and the 
hope for the future of the people of Madagascar.  Jan will be back for a visit in January.   

 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO NEWS 
 

This country has battled Ebola breakouts more than any other country in the world. In 1995, Presbyterian 
mission co-worker Larry Sthreshley and Good Shepherd Hospital provided the first response from any 
organization to the Ebola emergency. Since that date, there have been seven outbreaks in the Congo, the 
most recent in April of this year.  The seven outbreaks were controlled quickly in comparison to other African 
nations due to coordinated efforts aimed at the following: building a proactive supply chain, strengthening 
health information systems, targeting workforce training, assessing health system breakdown during and after 
the epidemic and proactively engaging faith based heath facilities, houses of worship, and networks. Your 
mission dollars through the World Mission Committee help support the Good Shepherd Hospital.  Rejoice in 
their good work and pray for them.  If you wish, you can go on PCUSA website and make an individual 
donation to this institution and its vital work. 
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SAVE THE DATE 

Join us as we bid a fond farewell and happy retirement to Jim & Shari Stewart! 
 

Saturday, August 26, 5:30 p.m. 

The Presbyterian Church of Danville 
 

The church will provide the barbecue and buns, but we’d like to ask you to rustle 

up some grub to share—corn pudding or other corn dish, coleslaw, a fresh salad, 

a pot of baked beans, or a birthday cake. (Yup, it’s also Jim’s birthday and we 

want a small birthday cake for each table—bring your favorite!) 
 

If you have a story or special memory about Jim & Shari, please let Eric Smith 

(neje1004@hotmail.com) know in advance so he can add you to the line-up.   
 

Got any great photos of Jim & Shari?  Contact Cindy Turcea by August 14.

(cturcea@bellsouth.net).  
 

Cowboy boots and hats, western wear, and bandanas encouraged—but leave your 

horse at home! 
 

 

Please join us August 27  
 

for Rev Jim Stewart's last Sunday service 
 

 as Pastor of The Presbyterian Church of Danville.    
 

We will have one service at 10 a.m. with a reception following to honor 
Jim and Shari. 

Happy Trails to You 

The Presbyterian Church of Danville 

A Retirement Party 
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THE LEGACY FUND NOTEBOOK 

The devotional in “These Days” for July 16, 2017 was written by John Sterrett and entitled “Thin 
Spaces”.  Thin spaces are those special moments or places if we are fortunate we recognize God's 
presence.  Sterrett writes:  
 
 “There's a place near us in southern Indiana that has been a  summer camp as long as 
 anyone alive can remember.  But  because of budget cuts and shrinking congregations,  
 there has been a clamor to shutter many of these institutions.  The fights in our churches 
 have been especially hard because for a lot of us, these places are sacred ground, thin 
 spaces where we come so close to the Divine it makes our eyes tear up.” 
  
Camp Burnamwood has been such a place since the late 1960's.  Lives have been transformed.  
Callings have been acknowledged.  Yet for all the good camps accomplish they seem to be always 
financially challenged.  Fortunately one of our buckets in The Legacy Fund is to endow Camp 
Burnamwood.  If that experience was a “Thin Space” for you or your children maybe you would like 
to endow that for future generations. 
  
If you have any questions or need additional information Don Porter is available Tuesdays from 
9:00 a.m. till noon in the church office or by appointment.  859-324-5020 or 
dwporter2@bellsouth.net 

OUR PRAYER LIST

Remember our ill 

 Billie Lou Goggin 

Phillip Jones 

Brenda Mitchell 

 Bill Nido 

Frances Nido 

 

Reams Perkins 

Jean Ragland 

Bess Rall 

Anne Rosson 

 

  

 

JANICE STILLE HINES  

  AUGUST 8, 1929 - JULY 8, 2017  
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SUNDAY MORNING VOLUNTEERS 
Nursery Volunteers (10:30 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.) 

August 6:  Tara Strauch 

August 13:  Mary Beth Garriott 

August 20:  Tom Quilligan 

August 27:  Katie Banks  (9:30 a.m.—11:00 a.m.) 
 

Greeter for the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

August 6:  Ken and Lynn Copp 
 

Ushers for the 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

Scott and Nita Reisinger  
 

Ushers for the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Roger and Sandy Hartner 
 

 Elder/Deacon of the Week 

August 6 

8:30:  Harold McKinney 

11:00:  Scott Scutchfield and Roger Hartner 

August 13 

8:30:  Melanie Thornberry 

11:00:  Lydia Ellis and Kim Ragland 

August 20 

8:30:  David Shewmaker 

11:00:  Tena Messer and Fred Marr 

August 27 

10:00:  Laurie Pierce and Rita Bloom 
 

Lay Readers for 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

August 6:  Sue Sullivan 

August 13:  David Shewmaker 

August 20:  Dale Kihlman 
  

Communion Preparers for 8:30 a.m. Worship Service 

August 6:  Rhonda Green 

August 13:  Scott and Jean Allen Rogers 

August 20:  Cole Miller and Jackie Stigall 
 

Lay Readers for 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

August 6:  Joanie Lukins 

August 13:  Youth 

August 20:  Robin Voss 

August 27:   Bill Garriott 
 

Communion Servers for August 6, 2017 (tray) 

*Beth Morgan, John Preston, Harold McKinney, Laurie 

Pierce, Rita Bloom, David Shewmaker, Tena Messer and 

Lydia Ellis 

*indicates head server 

Communion preparers:  Mary Beth Garriott and Tressa 

Brown 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August  Flower Calendar 
 
August 6:  The Trollinger Family 
August 13:  Jim and Shari Stewart 
August 20:  LeeAnne McCann 
August 27:  Worship and Music
 
If you would like to provide flowers for the sanctuary 
please sign up in Fellowship Hall or contact the office. 

 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 6, 2017 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen. 32:22-31; Ps. 17:1-7, 15;  

Rom. 9:1-5; Matt 14:13-21 
 

Sunday, August 13, 2017 
10th Sunday after Pentecost 

Gen. 37:1-4, 12-28; Ps. 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b;  
Rom. 10:5-15; Matt. 14:22-33 

 
Sunday, August 20, 2017 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Gen. 45:1-15; Ps. 133; Rom. 11:1-2a, 29-32;  

Matt. 15:(10-30) 21-28 
 

Sunday, August 27, 2017 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

Ex. 1:8-2:10; Ps. 124;  
Rom. 12:1-8; Matt 16:13-20 

Sunday morning 

volunteers needed! 

We are in need of ushers and greeters!  

If you would like to volunteer, please 

contact the office.   
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

500 West Main Street 
Danville, KY 40422 
 
Email:   church@presbydan.org 
Website:   www.presbydan.org 
Church:  859-236-6692 
Fax:        859-236-6360 

Jim Stewart:   jstewart@presbydan.org 

Hannah McIntyre:   hannah@presbydan.org 

Zach Klobnak:   zach@presbydan.org 

Lynn Preston:   church@presbydan.org 

Tim Shelton:   shelton@presbydan.org 

Amy Wilson:   amyw@presbydan.org 

     SESSION 
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T�� Q�������� 

 

C���� �� 2019 
R��� B���� 
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   DIACONATE 
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      NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
500 West Main Street 
Danville, KY  40422 
859-236-6692  

VISIT 
WEBSITE 

FACEBOOK.COM/           
PRESBYDAN 

OFFERING OR                       

DONATION 


